
Ordinal numbers 
Ordinal numbers in English signify order and rank. They are typically created by adding “th” at the end 

of a cardinal number. These numbers are used when you want to: 

• Give a date in the calendar: “My birthday is on the 26th of next month.” 

• Put things in order: “He is the fifth on the list.” 

• Refer to centuries: “The museum was established in the 18th century.” 

• Refer to a floor of a building: “My office is on the 10th floor.” 

Forming ordinal numbers from cardinal numbers 

As mentioned above, we form most ordinal numbers by adding the suffix “th” to cardinal numbers. Here 
is a list of ordinal numbers: 

• 1st – First 

• 2nd – Second 

• 3rd – Third 

• 4th – Fourth 

• 5th – Fifth 

• 6th – Sixth 

• 7th – Seventh 

• 8th – Eighth 

• 9th – Ninth 



• 18th – Eighteenth 

• 19th – Nineteenth 

• 20th – Twentieth 

• 21st – Twenty-first 

• 22nd – Twenty-second 

• 23rd – Twenty-third 

  

  

When writing out large numbers in ordinals, we change the last numeral to an ordinal number. For 
example: 

• 104th – One hundred fourth 

• 287 – Two hundred eighty-seventh 

Common exceptions among ordinal numbers 

Notice that most of the numbers above end with “th,” except: 

• First, which ends with “st” 

• Second, which ends with “nd” 

• Third, which ends with “rd” 

  

• “I was the first person to come to school today.” 

• “He won the seventh tennis game in a row.” 

• “My school will celebrate its 50th anniversary next month.” 



 

 


